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an excuse for publishing the true, or to correct what is
found faulty or offensive, and charge the errours on the
transcriber's depravations.

This is a stratagem, by which an author, panting for
fame, and yet afraid of seeming to challenge it, may at
once gratify his vanity, and preserve the appearance of
modesty; may enter the lists, and secure a retreat; and
this candour might suffer to pass undetected, as an in-
nocent fraud, but that, indeed, no fraud is innocent; for the
confidence which makes the happiness of society is, in some
degree, diminished by every man whose practice is at
variance with his words.

The Religio Medici was no sooner published than it
excited the attention of the *publick, by the novelty of
paradoxes, the dignity of sentiment, the quick succession
of images, the multitude of abstruse allusions, the subtilty
of disquisition, and the strength of language.

What is much read will be much criticised. The earl of
Dorset recommended tbis book to the perusal of sir Kenelm
Digby, who returned his judgment upon it, not in a letter,
but a book; in which, though mingled with some positions
fabulous and uncertain, there are acute remarks, just cen-
sures, and profound speculations ; yet its principal claim
to admiration is, that it was written in twenty-four hours %
of which part was spent in procuring Browne's book, and
part in reading it.

Of these animadversions, when they were yet not all
printed,eitherofficiousness or malice informed Dr. Browne;
who wrote to sir Kenelm, with much softness and ceremony,
declaring the unworthiness of his work to engage such
notice, the intended privacy of the composition, and the
corruptions of the impression; and received an answer
equally genteel and respectful, containing high commen-
dations of the piece, pompous professions of reverence,
meek acknowledgments of inability, and anxious apologies
for the hastiness of his remarks.

The reciprocal civility of authors is one of the most risi-
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